
 

 

 
 
OLAF BREUNING 
 
 
 
Born: 1970 Schaffhausen, Switzerland 
Lives and works in Zurich and New York 
 
 
EDUCATION 
 
1988 – 93 professional education as a photographer,  Zurich, Switzerland 
1993 - 96 postgraduate studies in photography, HSFG  Zurich, Switzerland 
 
 
SOLO EXHIBITIONS 
 
2007 Migros Museum,  Zurich, Switzerland 
 Galerie Nicola von Senger , Zurich, Switzerland 
 Kodama Gallery , Osaka, Japan  
 
2006 Wolfsberg Centre , Ermatingen, Switzerland 
 Nils Staerk Contemporary Art , Copenhagen, Denmark 
 The Gallery Sketch , London, UK 
 
2005 Metro Pictures , New York, USA 
 Galerie Air de Paris , Paris, France 
 Chapter Visual Arts , Cardiff, UK 
 Chisenhale Gallery , London, UK 
 Kunst-Büro, Luitpold Lounge , Filmabend:  Home, Munich, Germany 
 Galerie Meyer & Kainer,  Vienna, Austria 
 Galerie Nicola von Senger , Zurich, Switzerland 
 Kodama Gallery , Osaka, Japan  
 
2004 Nils Staerk Contemporary Art , Copenhagen, Denmark 
 Kodama Gallery , Tokyo, Japan 
 The New Stedelijk Museum CS/ Auditorium , Amsterdam, The Netherlands 
 Association EDV , Olaf Breuning-vidéos , Toulouse, France 
 La Casa Encendida , Olaf Breuning-films , Madrid, Spain 
  Metro Pictures , New York, Home, USA 
              
2003 Magasin- Centre National d’Art Contemporain , Grenoble, France 
 Museo Garillo Gil , Mexico City, Mexico 
 Musée d’art moderne et contemporain , Under the Bridge  Strasbourg, France 
 Art Unlimited, Art Basel, Basel, Switzerland 
 Galerie Arndt & Partner , Berlin, Germany 
 
2002 Swiss Institute , Hello Darkness , New York, USA 
 arsFutura Galerie , Zurich, Switzerland 
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2001  Metro Pictures , New York, USA 
 Galerie Meyer & Kainer , Vienna, Austria 
 Galerie Arndt & Partner , Berlin, Germany 
 Kunstverein Freiburg , Freiburg, Germany 
 Swiss Institute , Hello Darkness , New York, USA 
 Artspace,  Auckland, New Zealand  
 Galerie Air de Paris , Paris, France 
 Museum zu Allerheiligen; Kunstverein Schaffhausen , Apes , Switzerland 
 
2000 arsFutura Galerie , Ugly Yelp , Zurich, Switzerland  
 Air de Paris , Paris, France 
 
1999 Centre d‘art contemporain , Woodworld , Geneva, Switzerland 
 arsFutura Galerie , They live! , Zurich, Switzerland 
 
1998 Kunsthaus Glarus , Woodworld,  Glarus, Switzerland  
 Kunsthalle St.Gallen , Schlund/Chris Croft , St. Gallen, Switzerland 
 
1997  BINZ39 , Waldfest,  Zurich, Switzerland 
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GROUP EXHIBITIONS 
 
2006 Six Feet Under , Kunstmuseum Bern, Switzerland 
 Music is a better noise , P.S.1 MoMA, Long Island, USA 
 Rencontres d’Arles 2006 , Arles, France 
 Imagination Becomes Reality IV , Sammlung Goetz, Munich 
 Ballermann. Die Ausstellung , Kunsthalle Kiel, Kiel, Germany 
 Cindy Sherman, Gianni Motti, Olaf Breuning , Galerie Nicola von Senger, 

Zurich, Switzerland 
 Olaf Breuning, Jim Shaw, Cindy Sherman , Metro Pictures Gallery, New York, 

USA 
 
2005 30 Videoarbeiten aus der Sammlung Goetz in Mün chen. Von Olaf Breuning bis 

Sam Taylor-Wood , Seedamm Kulturzentum, Pfäffikon, Switzerland 
 Works on Paper , Arndt & Partner, Berlin, Germany 
 Naturellement Abstrait, L’art contemporain Suisse dans la collection 

Julius Bär , Centre d’Art Contemporain Genève, Geneva, Switzer land 
 The Zine UnBound: Kults, Werewolbes and Sarcastic Hippies , Yerba Buena 

Center for the Arts, San Francisco, USA  
 Video- und Performanceabend Canale Grande im Volks bad,  Kunsthalle St. 

Gallen, Stl Gallen, Switzerland 
 Wanderausstellungprojekt PHOTOsuisse , Istituto Svizzero di Roma, Rome, 

Italy 
 Old and New Dreams,  Artprojx, Prince Charles Cinema for Art Fortnight,  

London, UK  
 Fade to White , Vita Kuben, Umea, Sweden 
 When Humor Becomes Painful , Migros Museum für Gegenwartskunst, Zürich, 

Switzerland 
 Mirgration Baustelle Schweiz , Toni Areal, Zurich, Switzerland 
 Film Festival Lima/ Cuszco, Center of Photography Lima, Peru 
 Photography Festival Antwerp , Stella Lohaus Gallery, Antwerp, Belgium 
 Nomad’s Land , Miracle Association, Bayonne, France 
 Figure it out , Hudson Valley Center for Contemporary Art, Peeksk ill, NY 
 With us against reality, or against us!,  Loft, Oslo, Norway 
 Viennastripe , Museum in Progress, Vienna, Austria 
 First we take the Museums-Urban Arts now , Museum of Contemporary Art 

Kisama, Helsinki 
 Burlesques Contemporains , Jeu de Pomme, Paris, France 
 Growing up Absurd , Kent Institute of Art, Kent, England 
 Second Sight , The Prague Biennale of Contemporary Art, Prague  
 
2004 None of the above , Swiss Institute (cur. John Armleder), New York, U SA 
 Mind the Gap , Kunstverein Freiburg, Freiburg, Germany 
 Romantic Detachment, Henry Moore Contemporary Projects and PS1 Gallery N Y 

Sommerfrsche : Künstlervideos mit Esprit. Hamburger Kunsthalle, Hamburg, 
Germany 

 Moving Images, Tank.tv ICA Digital Studios, London , England 
 Interface , Atomium (17. September), Brussels, Belgium 

Tell bitte melden ! Musées Suisses Schweizerisches Landesmuseum, Zuri ch, 
Switzerland 

 Incantations , Metro Pictures, New York, USA 
 I am the Walrus,  Cheim & Read, New York USA 
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 Altered States , Leo König, New York, USA 
Skin Tight: The sensibility of the flesh , Museum of Contemporary Art, 
Chicago, USA 

 Grotesque, burlesque, parody , Centre d’art contemporain, Meymac, France 
The aesthetical impact of the B-movies on contempor ary art , Magazin4 
Voralberger Kunstverein, Bregenz, Austria 

 Boys Behaving Badly , Contemporary Arts Museum Houston, Houston, USA 
 Lost Property , Domaine Pommery, Reims, France 

Prêts a prêter 2 , Frac Provence Alpes Côte d’Azur, France 
Short Stories , Museum of Photography, Antwerp, Beglium 

 Dream Extensions, S:M:A:K:, Museum of Contemporary Art Ghent, Brussel s 
  
2003 GAME ART Kunst Bildschirm und Wirklichkeit , Europ. Zentrum für Kunst- und 

Industriekultur, Völklingen, Germany 
 Der Verein. Ein Zukunftsmodell, Museum im Bellpark , Kriens, Switzerland 
 Dislocation , K3 Project Space, Zurich, Switzerland 
 10 Biennale de l’image on Mouvement: Swiss Art Vid eo Lobby , Centre pour 

l’image Contemporaien, Geneva, Switzerland 
 Les vingt ans du FRAC , Chapelle de la Sorbonne, Paris, France 
 Today’s Man , John Conelli Presents, New York, USA 
 Roadshow , Grizedale Arts , Grizedaie, UK 

The Fourth Sex: Adolescence Extremes , Fondazione Pitti Imagine, Florenze, 
Italy 

 Urban Diaries , Alcalà, Madrid, Spain 
 Swiss Mix , Museo Centro de Arte Reina Sofia, Madrid, Spain 
 Venus im Pelz , Neue Galerie am Landesmuseum Joanneum, Graz, Aust ria 
 ‚M_ARS’ art and war , Neue Galerie Graz, Austria 
 Trans-National Monster League , Derek Eller Gallery, New York, USA 

  
2002 Out of control , Liverpool Biennale, England 
 Tutto normale,  Villa Medici, Rome, Italy 
 Centre régional d’art contemporain , Sète, France 
 Festival international du cinéma nouvelle générati on, Lyon, France 
 The Golden Week ,  Kodama Gallery Osaka, Gallery Side 2 Tokyo, Japa n 

C’est pas du cinéma! , (Cur. Michel Nuridsany), Le Fresony; Studio 
National, France 

 Hamish MeKay Gallery, New Zealand  
Loorber-Extract , Manor Kunstpreis Schaffhausen, Museum zu Allerhei ligen, 
Kunstverein Schaffhausen, Switzerland 

 Umbau (Schrägspur) , Hamburger Kunsthalle, Germany 
Spring Forward , (Cur.Simon Watson), Downtown Arts Festival; Chane l 
Boutique, New York, USA  

 Edicion Madrid , La Feria de las Tentaciones, Madrid, Spain 
 More than one , Andrea Rosen Gallery, New York, USA 
 Team Gallery , New York, USA 
  
 
2001 gravitàZERO , Palazzo delle Esposizioni, Rome, Italy 
 Close-up , Kunstverein Hannover, Germany 
 M-family , Migros Museum, Zurich, Switzerland 
 Swiss Institute, New York, USA  
 Hypermental , Kunsthaus Zürich, Switzerland, Kunsthalle Hamburg , Germany 
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Let’s entertain , Kunstmuseum Wolfsburg, Germany, Museo Rufino Tama yo, 
Mexico City, Mexico, Miami Art Museum 

 Je pense donc je suisse , FRAC PACE, Marseille, France 
Anteprima Bovisa ,  Padiglione d’arte contemporanea,  Milano Europa 2000 ,  
Milano, Italy 
Der Gehilfe , Museum für Kunst und Kulturgeschichte Dortmund, G ermany, 
Museu de les Arts Decoratives, Barcelona, Spain  

 My Generation , Atlantis Gallery, London, England 
 bdv (Video), Centre Georges Pompidou, Paris, France 
 gravitàZERO , Fondazione Adriano Olivetti, Rome, Italy 
 Escape , Tirana Biennale, National Gallery, Albania 
 Utopie politique et religieuse , Hay Art Center, Jerewan, Armenia 
 …if a double decker bus… , Galerie Air de Paris, Pris, France 
 Printemps de Septembre , Toulouse, France 
 Contemporary Fairy Tales, Five Years Gallery, London, UK 
 Up in the Sky , Kunsthaus Grenchen, Switzerland 
  
  
2000 Reality Bites , Kunsthalle Nürnberg, Germany 
 Let‘s entertain , Walker Art Center, Minneapolis, USA 
 Vis-a-vis , Kunsthaus Zürich, Switzerland 
 Der Gehilfe , Museum für Gestaltung Zürich, Zurich, Switzerland  
 Air Suisse , Ecole supérieure d’art, Perpignan, France 
 De sparate Optimists , Festival a/d Werft, Utrecht, The Netherlands 
 Presumed Innocent , Capc Musée, Bordeaux, France  
 Guarene Arte 2000 , Fondazione Sandretto Rebaudengo, Torino, Italy 
 Transfert , 10 th  Swiss Sculpture Exp ., Biel, Switzerland 
 EX 25 ,  Museum für Gestaltung Zürich, Switzerland  
 Let’s entertain , Portland Art Museum, Portland, USA  
 Chicago Project Room, Los Angeles, USA 
 International Media Art Festival , Kiev, Ukraine 
 Au-delà du spectacle , Centre Georges Pompidou ,  Paris, France 
 Hypermental , Kunsthaus Zürich, Switzerland  
 Der Gehilfe , Kunsthalle Krems, Austria 
 Wall 6 , Galerie Air de Paris, Paris, France 
 Stadt, Land, Fluss , Galerie Arndt & Partner, Berlin, Germany 
 Close-up , Kunstverein Baselland und Freiburg, Switzerland a nd Germany 
 The arsFutura Show , arsFutura Galerie, Zurich, Switzerland 
 Ausstellung Bundesstipendium , Fri-Art, Fribourg, Switzerland   
 
1999 XN , Espace des Arts,  Chalon sur Saone, France 
 Transfer , Istituto Svizzero Roma, Italy 
 Eidg. Wettbewerb für freie Kunst , Messe Basel, Switzerland 
 Städt. Wettbewerb für  freie Kunst , Helmhaus, Zurich, Switzerland 
 Statements , Art Basel, arsFutura Galerie, Zurich, Switzerland  
 Repubbliche dell‘Arte , Palazzo delle Papese, Siena, Italy 
 Young , Fotomuseum Winterthur, Switzerland  
 DACH, Galerie Krinzinger, Vienna, Austria 

come in and find out, vol. 2 , Centre For Contemporary Arts, Berlin, 
Germany 

 They came by taxi , Parabolica Spaces, Berlin, Germany 
 Missing Link ,  Kunstmuseum Bern, Switzerland 
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From Camouflage to Free Style ,Toasting Agency c/o Galerie Yvon Lambert, 
Paris, France  

 Ausstellung Bundesstipendium , Kunsthalle Zürich ,  Switzerland 
 
1998 Stiftung Binz 39 , Zurich, Switzerland 
 Freie Sicht aufs Mittelmeer , Kunsthaus Zürich, Switzerland 
 Diana 98 , X-Tra, Zurich, Switzerland 
 Presentation Film Woodworld  Castell Zuoz, Switzerland 
 Freie Sicht aufs Mittelmeer , Kunsthalle Schirn, Frankfurt, Germany  
 Medium  eine Welt dazwischen , Museum für Gestaltung, Zurich, Switzerland  
 
1997 Gewebeprobe , Museum zu Allerheiligen,  Schaffhausen, Switzerland 
 Gross und Klein , Museum für Gestaltung Zürich, Switzerland 
 Bed & Breakfast , Grossmünsterturm Zürich, Switzerland   
 
1996 Die Klasse , Museum für Gestaltung Zürich, Switzerland 
 
1995 Ernte ,  Museum zu Allerheiligen, Schaffhausen, Switzerland  
 Eidg. Wettbewerb für freie Kunst , Messe Basel, Switzerland  
 
1994 8004 Zürich  (Project in collaboration with Lewis Balz) , Peter Kilchmann 

Galerie, Zurich, Switzerland 
 Project  with Yves Netzhammer) , Bahnhofpassage Schaffhausen, Switzerland 
 No name Gallery, Basel, Switzerland  
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Spring Forward,  (Cur.Simon Watson), Downtown Arts Festival; Chanel  
Boutique, New York, USA  

 La Feria de las Tentaciones , Ediicion Madrid, Madrid, Spain 
 
2001 UGLY, Olaf Breuning (ed.Christoph Doswald), Hatje Cantz, Germany  

Les 32 dessins d’Olaf Breuning (ed. Air de Paris), JRP Editions, France 
 gravità ZERO , Palazzo delle Esposizioni, Rome, Italy 

Printemps de septembre Théâtres du Fantastique , Fondation Cartier pour 
l’Art Contemporain, Paris, France 

 C’est pas du cinéma , le Fresony, France 
 Waldexpolsion , Helmhaus Zürich, Switzerland 
 Group , Artspace, Aukland, New Zealand 

Extra , (ed. Marc-Olivier Wahler), Swiss Institute- Conte mporary Art, 
Christoph Merian Verlag, Switzerland 

 
2000  Close up, Kunstverein Freiburg im Marienbad/ Baselland/ Hanno ver  Freiburg 

Guarene Arte 2000, Fondazione Sandretto Rebaudengo per l’Arte, Torino,  
Italy 
Eidgenössiche Preise für freie Kunst 2000 ,  Bundesamt für Kultur, Fri-Art, 
Fribourg , Switzerland 
Cream, London, Phaidon Press 
Kunst.Welt. Stadt. Zürich , Zürcher Kantonalbank, Zurich, Switzerland 
The separate Optimists,  Exhibition catalogue. Utrecht, The Netherlands 
Hypermental. Wahnhafte Wirklichkeit 1950-2000. Von Salvador Dali bis Jeff 
Koons , Kunsthaus Zürich/ Kunsthalle  

 Hamburg 
Transfert. Kunst im urbanen Raum,  Wahler, (ed. Marc-Olivier) 
Ausstellungskatalog. Biel, Switzerland 
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Let’s entertain: Life’s Guilty Pleasures , Walker Art Center, Minneapolis, 
USA 

 
1999 Eidgenössiche Preise für freie Kunst 1999, Bundesamt für Kultur, 

Kunsthalle Zürich, Switzerland 
Missing link. Menschen – Bilder in der Fotografie,  Kunstmuseum Bern, 
Switzerland 

 Transfer , Istituto Svizzero Roma, Italy 
Le Repubbliche dell’Arte, Schweiz, Palazzo delle Papesse, Siena, Italy 
Young. Neue Fotografie in der Schweizer Kunst , Fotomuseum Winterthur, 
Switzerland 
come in and find out ,  vol.2. , ( Ed. Klara Wallner), Berliner 
Kulturveranstaltungs GmbH, Germany 
Kunst bei Rignier 1995-1998 , (Ed. Beatrix Ruf), Ringier AG, Zurich, 
Switzerland 

 
1998 Olaf Breuning  (ed. Beatrix Ruf), Kunsthaus Glarus, Switzerland 

Eidgenössische Preise für freie Kunst 1998, Bundesamt für Kultur, Museum 
zu Allerheiligen Schaffhausen, Switzerland 

 Olaf Breuning, Kunsthalle St. Gallen, Switzerland 
Freie Sicht aufs Mittelmeer. Junge Schweizer Kunst mit Gästen , Kunsthaus 
Zürich, Switzerland 

 
1997 Gewebeprobe. Kunst aus Schaffhausen , Kunstverein Schaffhausen, Museum zu 

Allerheiligen Schaffhausen,  
 Switzerland 
 
1996 Die Klasse. Studienbereich Fotografie , Schule für Gestaltung Zürich, 

Museum für Gestaltung Zürich, Switzerland 
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PERFORMANCES 
 
1998 Kunstraum Kreuzlingen, (Outside), Titanic , Kreunzlingen, Switzerland 
1997 University Zurich, Lecture by Harm Lux, Hony, Zurich, Switzerland  
 Motorenstrasse 23, Finsterlinge,  Zurich, Switzerland 
 
PHOTOGRAPHS 
 
 
2006 Titi-Caca, Snowmen, I am scared of the Chinese  
2005 We are such animals, The dude the dog and the bird, Peter, Blue Brothers 
2004  Easter Bunnies, Horse Farm, Mr Hand Mrs Ass Mrs Kne e and Mr Food 
2003 Ghosts 
2002 Camp, Cat, Double, Freak, Lady G, Skeletons, T imemachine, Vampires, We 

only move wehen something changes 
2001 Apes, Bombardier, Cavewomen, Group, Knights, P rimitives, Ruben, Robert, 

Sam, Skaters, Steven, Vikings I&II 
2000 Bully, Cavewoman, Deadlock, Foxchild, Princess , Ray, Rainbow, Smiley, 911 
1999 Ankunft I, Ankunft II, Annodam, Gum Glum Glee,  Greenhorn, The Phantom 

Hope, They live!, 11.8.99 
1998 Augen zu ()I, Augen offen ()II, Chris Croft, E mpire, Hony, Lara, 

Millenium, W.n.w.m.e.K., Woodworld  
1997 Bed & Breakfast, Finsterlinge, Hellen-Freundin  aus Amerika, Hells Bells, 

Independence Day Sibylle, Waldfest 
 
VIDEOS 
 
2004 Home (32 Minutes) 
2003 First (8 Minutes) 
2001 Group (9 Minutes) 
2000 King (10 Minutes), Ugly Yelp (9 Minutes) 
1998 Cris Croft (9 Minutes), Gum Glum Glee (9 Minut es), Woodworld (9 Minutes) 
 
INSTALLATIONS 
 
2003 First, Under the Bridge  
2002 Hello Darkness 
2001 Apes, Only One 
2000 Forbidden Zone, King, P-Boy, Ugly Yelp 
1999 Boomcyclone, Gum Glum Glee 
1998 Come with me, Deeper Unterground, Empire, Mach ammock, Woodwold, 

Schlund/Chris Croft 
1997 Bed & Breakfast, Tommy H., Waldfest 
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GRANTS AND AWARDS 
 
2000 Manor-Kunstpreis, Schaffhausen 
 Bundesstipendium freie Kunst  
 Kiefer-Hablitzel Stipendium 
 
1999 Bundesstipendium freie Kunst  
 Kiefer-Hablitzel Stipendium  
 Moët-Chandon Stipendium  
 Atelierstipendium New York, Stadt Zürich 
 
1998 Bundesstipendium freie Kunst 
 UBS-Werkjahrstipendium 
 Atelierstipendium Rom, Istituto Svizzero 
 
1997 Atelierstipendium BINZ 39, Zurich 
 
 
PUBLIC COLLECTIONS 
 
Bank Julius Bär & Co. AG, Zurich, Switzerland 
Collection Rignier, Zurich, Switzerland 
Collection Zellweger-Luwa, Uster, Switzerland 
Collection Schweizer Rück, Zurich, Switzerland  
Collezione La Gaia, Brusca, Italy 
FRAC Bourgogne, France 
FONDS NATIONAL D’ART CONTEMPORAIN, France 
Grafische Sammlung des Museums für Gestaltung, Zuri ch, Switzerland 
Kunsthalle Hamburg, Germany 
Kunsthaus Glarus, Switzerland 
Kunsthaus Zürich, Zürich, Switzerland 
Musée d’Art Moderne/ Centre de Création Industriell e, France 
Museum zu Allerheiligen, Schaffhausen, Switzerland 
Sammlung Falkenberg, Hamburg 
Zürcher Kantonalbank, Zurich, Switzerland 
Sammlung Goetz, München, Germany 
 
 
 


